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In the charming folktale What Does a Crocodile Eat for Lunch?, Brazilian students 

and teachers have a unique opportunity to explore quality children’s literature produced 

by a Brazilian author and translated especially for a local audience. This gives students 

learning English a chance to encounter all the richness of the language while celebrating 

the beauty and talent of our Brazilian writers. The following is just a sampling of the 

kinds of activities that teachers and students might use to explore the English language 

while reading What Does a Crocodile Eat for Lunch? We hope these activities will inspire 

and delight you. 
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Activities related to language structure

Word Choice - Authors are very careful about the words that they choose for their 
stories. They look for just the right word to express a feeling, describe a scene, or bring 
an action to life. Clara Haddad chooses words to evoke images so vivid that we can see 
what she is describing with the clearest of details. 

One beautiful morning, when the rays of sun were already lighting up the 
forest, the little elephant woke up with a question rolling around in his head. 

When she tells us that there are questions rolling around in Cadu´s head, we can 
easily imagine all of the curious young children we know. 

Cadu plopped down and sat there looking at that enormous nose hanging 
down in front of him. 
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To practice language comprehension, students can be encouraged to draw, paint or 
sculpt the images they see in their minds when reading the author’s descriptions. How 
might they depict someone’s thoughts and questions “rolling around in his  head”? 
What do different animals look like when they “plop down”? 

The story can also be used as a model text for students’ language production. Students 
can create their own character or scene descriptions, looking for the most clear and 
evocative words they can find. 
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Categories - As learners acquire new words, they make associations with words they 
already know. One way they do this is by creating mental categories of new and known 
words. Create categories like NAMING WORDS, DESCRIBING WORDS and ACTION 
WORDS. Then have students find words in the story that fit into each category. Expand 
the activity by having students look for and include other words that fit into the same 
categories. Choose your own categories and see what happens.  

describing words naming words action words

clumsy giraffe swatted

After generating lots of words, have students write phrases or short paragraphs making 
use of the new words.
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Mind maps - Building mind maps or conceptual maps can be a great way to increase 
vocabulary. Try starting with a keyword like CURIOUS, FOREST or EAT. Show students 
how to build up a web of word knowledge by creating categories and even exploring 
synonyms or antonyms.

CURIOUS
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Personality traits - Among the specific descriptive words the author uses, some of the 
most salient are the words used to describe personalities, especially the personality of 
Cadu, the curious elephant. This is a great opportunity to get students up and moving. 
They can use the descriptive words to play imitation games like Simon Says. Total 
Physical Response (TPR) can be used to play around with animal actions - ramble like 
an elephant, buzz like a bee, or slither like a snake. 

To develop language production, choose one of the animals mentioned, but not 
described in the book, like Cadu’s uncle the ostrich or his cousin the hippopotamus, and 
come up with describing words to talk about their personalities. The ostrich might be 
described as anxious and the hippopotamus could be considered pensive or lazy. 

Students can also imagine themselves as forest animals and consider how they would 
describe themselves if they were snakes or monkeys or leopards. 

6 7



Activities related to language use

What do animals eat for lunch? What do kids eat for lunch? - Cadu’s adventure 
begins with his curiosity. He wants to know what a crocodile eats for lunch. What 
about other animals? What about students in Brazil or students around the world? 
Use the story as a starting point to explore the ins and outs of what animals and/ 
or children eat. Students can make drawings or collages to illustrate their learning. 
Students can use what they have discovered to practice oral language, by making 
small presentations or sharing information with classmates.

All of the foods that were discovered can be made into a giant BINGO game. Students can 
practice question-asking by looking for the “animals” (represented by their classmates) 
that eat the different things on the BINGO grid. 

A; Hi. What animal are you?
B: I’m a lion. 
A: What do you eat?
B: I eat zebras.

After such an exchange, student A will mark “zebras” on the BINGO grid and play 
continues in this way.
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Which animals in which forest? - Take a look at all the animals mentioned in the 
story. Do some research about where these animals live and what they eat. Do all of 
these animals live in the same habitat? After investigating, produce writing or artwork 
that reflect a particular habitat and the animals that live there. Try investigating 
Brazilian habitats. Different students or groups of students can compare habitats. 
A book like What Does a Crocodile Eat for Lunch? provides a perfect opportunity for 
making links between fiction / literature and the different subjects the students are 
studying. Exploring these options enriches the subject area learning and brings even 
the most whimsical of fiction to life. 
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Folktales - Clara Haddad tells us that she was inspired by a news story, her own 
life experiences, and also by a book of African folktales, when she wrote What Does 
a Crocodile Eat for Lunch?. Have the students inspire their own creativity in similar 
ways. Ask them to find an interesting news story, something about the natural 
world, animals, the weather, etc. Then provide an ample selection of folktales from 
around the world to spark their creativity. Have them write short folktales that bring 
a small piece of the real world to an idea from literature. Maybe a person they know 
can inspire a character in the story, the way that the author’s nephew Cadu inspired 
the personality of the little elephant. Maybe the news story they located could help 
set the stage for a story about wildfires in the Pantanal region or drought in the 
northeastern part of the country. 
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Brazilian folktales could also become the backdrop for new stories. Characters like 
Saci Pererê and Curupira could become involved in new and different adventures. 
News stories and inspiration from real life people and experiences can blend with 
traditional folklore to bring storytelling to life in the classroom. 

Finally, stories can make use of real life inspiration to create modern folktales that 
explain why things are the way they are. This story explains how elephants got 
their long trunks, but there are many other mysteries in the world that children can 
explain with their imaginations and a little creativity.
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